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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus is provided for maintaining func-
tionality of at least one sliding panel of a sliding unit when a
building structure to which the device is attached is subject to
upward or downward movement. The method includes
attaching a fixed guiding portion to the building and locating
a variable panel track inside the fixed guiding portion, the
variable panel track allowing a specified range of vertical
movement of the sliding unit inside the fixed guiding portion
in order to compensate for vertical movement of the building
structure such that the at least one sliding panel is retained
within the fixed guiding portion during the specified range of
vertical movement, where either the fixed guiding portion is a
fixed header and the variable panel track is a variable header
track or the fixed guiding portion is a fixed floor channel and
the variable panel track is a variable floor track.

18 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
DEVICE FOR MITIGATING THE EFFECTS
OF STRUCTURE DEFLECTION ON SLIDING
DOORS AND WINDOWS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is related to sliding doors and win-
dows, henceforth referred to as sliding units. More specifi-
cally, the invention is related to a method and device for
ensuring that sliding units remain operable when parts of a
surrounding building structure cause the horizontal frame
members of a sliding unit to deflect up or down, for example
as a result of static or live loads, or seismic events.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

Sliding units can be categorized into top-hung units and
standing-type units. The sliding panels of top-hung units are
suspended from a header track with a floor track, if any, only
having a guiding function (but no load bearing function).

The sliding panels of standing-type units are supported on
a floor track, usually on rollers, with the header track guiding
the sliding panels at the top and ensuring that the panels do not
fall out. The present invention is applicable to both top-hung
and standing-type sliding units.

Sliding units can have one or more sliding panels. In the
case of a sliding unit with more than one sliding panel, the
sliding panels can either be operated independently or in
sequence. The present invention is applicable to sliding units
with any number of sliding panels and irrespective of whether
the panels can be operated independently or in sequence. In
this document, any reference to sliding panel or sliding panels
includes the singular and the plural.

The proper function of a sliding unit relies on a defined and
consistent height of the unit’s frame in relation to the height of
the unit’s sliding panel. If a standing-type sliding unit’s frame
is too high, or if the sliding panel is too low, there is a risk that
the sliding panel will fall out when it loses lateral support
inside the header track. If, on the other hand, the unit’s frame
is too low, or the sliding panel is too high, there is a risk that
the sliding panel will jam when the top of the sliding panel
touches the inside top of the header track.

Similarly, if a top-hung sliding unit’s frame is too high, or
if the sliding panel is too low, there is a risk that the sliding
panel loses lateral support inside the floor track (if any) or that
an unacceptably large gap appears between the floor and the
bottom of the sliding panel. If, on the other hand, the unit’s
frame is too low, or the sliding panel is too high, there is a risk
that the sliding panel will jam when the bottom of the sliding
panel touches the floor or inside bottom of the floor track (if
any).

While the height of a unit’s sliding panel does not change
over time, there are events that can affect the height of a unit’s
frame after installation. Such events include deflection of
ceilings and floors caused by live or structural loads intro-
duced after installation, as well as seismic events such as
earthquakes.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Features and advantages of the invention will be set forth in
the description which follows, and in part will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of the
invention. The objectives and other advantages of the inven-
tion will be realized and attained by the structure particularly
pointed out in the written description and claims hereof, as
well as the appended drawings.
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In one aspect of the invention, a device is provided for
maintaining functionality of at least one sliding panel of a
sliding unit when a building structure to which the device is
attached is subject to upward or downward movement. The
device includes a fixed header attached to the building struc-
ture and a variable header track located inside the fixed header
and configured to allow for a specified range of vertical move-
ment inside the fixed header in order to compensate for ver-
tical movement of the building structure such that the at least
one sliding panel is retained within the sliding unit and
remains operable during the specified range of vertical move-
ment.

Itis contemplated that the variable header track is manually
adjustable at least upward or downward inside the fixed
header to compensate for the vertical movement of the build-
ing structure.

It is contemplated that one or more compression springs
are placed between the fixed header and the variable header
track, the one or more compression springs configured to
allow movement of the variable header track in response to
forces generated by the at least one sliding panel such that the
variable header track is retained within the fixed header.

It is contemplated that a sliding panel head extension is
provided at a top of at least one of the sliding panels of a
sliding unit, the sliding panel head extension configured to
provide lateral support for the corresponding sliding panel
when deflection of the fixed header increases the frame height
of the corresponding sliding unit.

It is contemplated that the variable header track is further
configured to automatically adjust at least upward or down-
ward to compensate for the vertical movement of the building
structure.

It is contemplated that one or more compression springs
are placed between the fixed header and the variable header
track, the one or more compression springs configured to
allow movement of the variable header track in response to
forces generated by the at least one sliding panel such that the
variable header track is retained within the fixed header.

Itis contemplated that a sliding panel extension is provided
atatop of each of the at least one sliding unit, the sliding panel
extension configured to provide lateral support for the corre-
sponding sliding unit when deflection of the fixed header
increases a frame height of the corresponding sliding unit.

In another aspect of the invention, a device is provided for
maintaining functionality of at least one sliding panel of a
sliding unit when a building structure to which the device is
attached is subject to upward or downward movement. The
device includes a fixed floor channel attached to the building
structure and a variable floor track located inside the fixed
floor channel and configured to allow for a specified range of
vertical movement of the sliding unit inside the fixed floor
channel in order to compensate for vertical movement of the
building structure such that the at least one sliding panel is
retained within the fixed floor channel during the specified
range of vertical movement,

It is contemplated that the variable floor track is adjustable
at least upward or downward to compensate for the vertical
movement of the building structure.

It is contemplated that the variable floor track is manually
adjustable atleast upward or downward to compensate for the
vertical movement of the building structure.

It is contemplated that one or more compression springs
are placed between the fixed floor channel and the variable
floor track, the one or more compression springs configured
to allow movement of the variable floor track in response to
forces generated by the at least one sliding panel such that the
variable floor track is retained within the fixed floor channel.
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It is contemplated that a sliding panel extension is provided
at a bottom of each of the at least one sliding unit, the sliding
panel extension configured to provide lateral support for the
corresponding sliding unit when deflection of the fixed floor
channel increases a frame height of the corresponding sliding
unit.

It is contemplated that the variable floor track is further
configured to automatically adjust at least upward or down-
ward to compensate for the vertical movement of the building
structure.

It is contemplated that one or more compression springs
are placed between the fixed floor channel and the variable
floor track, the one or more compression springs configured
to allow movement of the variable header track in response to
forces generated by the at least one sliding panel such that the
variable header track is retained within the fixed header.

It is contemplated that a sliding panel extension is provided
at a bottom of each of the at least one sliding unit, the sliding
panel extension configured to provide lateral support for the
corresponding sliding unit when deflection of the fixed floor
channel increases a frame height of the corresponding sliding
unit.

In another aspect of the invention, a method is provided for
maintaining functionality of at least one sliding panel of a
sliding unit when a building structure to which the device is
attached is subject to upward or downward movement. The
method includes attaching a fixed guiding portion to the
building and locating a variable panel track inside the fixed
guiding portion, the variable panel track allowing a specified
range of vertical movement of the sliding unit inside the fixed
guiding portion in order to compensate for vertical movement
of'the building structure such that the at least one sliding panel
is retained within the fixed guiding portion during the speci-
fied range of vertical movement, where either the fixed guid-
ing portion is a fixed header and the variable panel track is a
variable header track or the fixed guiding portion is a fixed
floor channel and the variable panel track is a variable floor
track.

It is contemplated that manually adjusting the variable
panel track at least upward or downward compensates for the
vertical movement of the building structure.

It is contemplated that one or more compression springs
are placed between the fixed guiding portion and the variable
panel track, the one or more compression springs configured
to allow movement of the variable panel track in response to
forces generated by the at least one sliding panel such that the
variable panel track is retained within the fixed guiding por-
tion.

It is contemplated that a sliding panel extension is attached
to each of the at least one sliding unit, the sliding panel
extension configured to provide lateral support for the corre-
sponding sliding unit when deflection of the at least the vari-
able panel track or the fixed guiding portion increases a frame
height of the corresponding sliding unit.

It is contemplated that the variable panel track is automati-
cally adjusted at least upward or downward to compensate for
the vertical movement of the building structure.

It is contemplated that compression springs are placed
between the fixed guiding portion and the variable panel
track, the one or more compression springs configured to
allow movement of the variable panel track in response to
forces generated by the at least one sliding panel such that the
variable panel track is retained within the fixed guiding por-
tion.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

of'the invention. It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description of
the present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

These and other embodiments will also become readily
apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed
description of the embodiments having reference to the
attached figures, the invention not being limited to any par-
ticular embodiments disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in, and constitute a part of, this specification, illus-
trate embodiments of the invention and together with the
description serve to explain the principles of the invention.
Features, elements, and aspects of the invention that are ref-
erenced by the same numerals in different figures represent
the same, equivalent, or similar features, elements, or aspects
in accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram illustrating main compo-
nents of a first sliding unit to which the present invention is
applicable, specifically a manually adjustable variable header
track in a condition where there is no deflection caused by
movement of the building structure in which the sliding unit
is installed;

FIG. 1B is a schematic diagram illustrating the manually
adjustable variable header track in FIG. 1A in a condition
where there is downward deflection caused by movement of
the building structure in which the sliding unit is installed;

FIG. 1C is a schematic diagram illustrating the manually
adjustable variable header track in FIG. 1A in a condition
where there is upward deflection caused by movement of the
building structure in which the sliding unit is installed;

FIG. 2A is a schematic diagram illustrating main compo-
nents of a second sliding unit to which the present invention is
applicable, specifically an automatically adjustable variable
header track in a condition where there is no deflection caused
by movement of the building structure in which the sliding
unit is installed;

FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram illustrating the automati-
cally adjustable variable header track in FIG. 2A in a condi-
tion where there is downward deflection caused by movement
of the building structure in which the sliding unit is installed;
and

FIG. 2C is a schematic diagram illustrating the automati-
cally adjustable variable header track in FIG. 2A in a condi-
tion where there is upward deflection caused by movement of
the building structure in which the sliding unit is installed.

FIG. 3A is a schematic diagram illustrating main compo-
nents of a third sliding unit to which the present invention is
applicable, specifically a manually adjustable variable floor
track in a condition where there is no deflection caused by
movement of the building structure in which the sliding unit
is installed;

FIG. 3B is a schematic diagram illustrating the manually
adjustable variable floor track in FIG. 3A in a condition where
there is downward deflection caused by movement of the
building structure in which the sliding unit is installed;

FIG. 3C is a schematic diagram illustrating the manually
adjustable variable floor track in FIG. 3A in a condition where
there is upward deflection caused by movement of the build-
ing structure in which the sliding unit is installed;

FIG. 4A is a schematic diagram illustrating main compo-
nents of a fourth sliding unit to which the present invention is
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applicable, specifically an automatically adjustable variable
floor track in a condition where there is no deflection caused
by movement of the building structure in which the sliding
unit is installed;

FIG. 4B is a schematic diagram illustrating the automati-
cally adjustable variable floor track in FIG. 4A in a condition
where there is downward deflection caused by movement of
the building structure in which the sliding unit is installed;
and

FIG. 4C is a schematic diagram illustrating the automati-
cally adjustable variable floor track in FIG. 4A in a condition
where there is upward deflection caused by movement of the
building structure in which the sliding unit is installed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention is related to a device that either fully
or partially replaces the regular header track of a standing-
type sliding unit, or fully or partially replaces any regular
floor track of a top-hung sliding unit, in order to accommo-
date a specified degree of vertical movement of the building
structure to which the device is attached. Within the specified
degree of vertical movement, the sliding panels of a sliding
unit fitted with the device according to the present invention
will remain operable, either by manual or automatic adjust-
ment of the device, to accommodate the vertical movement of
the building structure.

With reference to FIGS. 1A-1C and FIGS. 2A-2C, main
components of a device according to one embodiment of the
present invention are:

A fixed header 12 attached to the building structure;

A variable header track 14 mounted inside the fixed header
12;

In the case of an automatically adjustable variable header
track, one or more compression springs 32 placed between
the fixed header 12 and the variable header track 14, and a
sliding panel head extension 36 attached to the top of the
sliding panel 18.

Because the fixed header 12 is attached to the building
structure, it follows any upward or downward movement of
the building structure. The variable header track 14 is either
manually or automatically adjustable up and/or down in a
vertical direction within the fixed header 12. The amount of
vertical movement of the variable header track can be
designed as required for a particular application.

Upward movement of the variable header track 14 is lim-
ited by the vertical space made available between the top of
the variable header track and the inside top of the fixed header
12. Downward movement of the variable header track is
limited by the vertical distance made available between the
top of the variable header track and the bottom of the fixed
header. The variable header track must be fitted inside of the
fixed header such that it cannot fall out of the fixed header.

Manually Adjustable Variable Header Track

With reference to FIG. 1A, the design of a manually adjust-
able variable header track 14 according to the present inven-
tion incorporates a means for manually moving the variable
header track upward and/or downward inside the fixed header
12, such as adjustment screws 22 placed at regular intervals.
The manually adjustable variable header track works well to
accommodate vertical movement of a corresponding building
structure caused by static loads, e.g. defection as a result of
loads introduced after installation of the sliding unit.

When downward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FIG.
1B, such as when the corresponding building structure forces
the fixed header 12 downward, the variable header track 14 is
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manually adjusted upward inside the fixed header to provide
the necessary clearance between the top of the sliding panel
18 and the variable header track such that the sliding panel
moves freely.

When upward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FIG. 1C,
such as when the corresponding building structure forces the
fixed header 12 upward, the variable header track 14 is manu-
ally adjusted downward inside the fixed header to ensure
continued lateral support of the top of the sliding panel 18
inside the variable header track.

Automatically Adjustable Variable Header Track

With reference to FIG. 2A, the design of an automatically
adjustable variable header track 14 according to the present
invention allows the device to accommodate vertical move-
ment of the corresponding building structure without manual
intervention. The automatically adjustable variable header
track can accommodate movements of the corresponding
building structure caused by live loads and seismic events, in
addition to accommodating movements of the corresponding
building structure caused by static loads.

When downward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FIG.
2B, the variable header track 14 comes into contact with a
sliding panel head extension 36 and the space between the top
of the variable header track and the inside top of the fixed
header 12 reduces as downward deflection of the fixed header
increases.

Compression springs 32 placed between the fixed header
12 and the variable header track 14 help overcome friction
caused by deformation and/or horizontal deflection of the
variable header track and/or the fixed header and, in the case
of seismic events, prevent the variable header track from
jumping up during the event and the sliding panels from
falling out.

Friction reducing material 34 attached to the top of the
sliding panel head extension 36 can assist in reducing the
effort required to move the sliding panel 18 against the weight
of the variable header track resting on the sliding panel head
extension and the additional load imposed on the sliding
panel head extension by the compression springs 32.

When upward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FIG. 2C,
the sliding panel head extension 36 mounted on top of the
sliding panel 18 ensures that the sliding panel 18 does not lose
lateral support inside the variable header track 14 when the
building structure forces the fixed header 12 upward.

With reference to FIGS. 3A-3C and FIGS. 4A-4C, main
components of a device according other embodiments of the
present invention are:

A fixed floor channel 112 attached to the building structure;

A variable floor track 114 mounted inside the fixed floor
channel 112;

In the case of an automatically adjustable variable floor
track, one or more compression springs 132 placed between
the fixed floor channel 112 and the variable floor track 114,
and a sliding panel extension 136 attached to the bottom of the
sliding panel 118.

Because the fixed floor channel 112 is attached to the
building structure, it follows any upward or downward move-
ment of the building structure. The variable floor track 114 is
either manually or automatically adjustable up and/or down
in a vertical direction within the fixed floor channel 112. The
amount of vertical movement of the variable floor track can be
designed as required for a particular application.

Downward movement of the variable floor track 114 is
limited by the vertical space made available between the
bottom of the variable floor track and the inside bottom of the
fixed floor channel 112. Upward movement of the variable
floor track is limited by the vertical distance made available
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between the bottom of the variable floor track and the top of
the fixed floor channel. The variable floor track must be fitted
inside of the fixed floor channel such that it cannot fall out of
the fixed floor channel.

Manually Adjustable Variable Floor Track

With reference to FIG. 3A, the design of a manually adjust-
able variable floor track 114 according to the present inven-
tion incorporates a means for manually moving the variable
floor track upward and/or downward inside the fixed floor
channel 112, such as adjustment screws 122 placed at regular
intervals. The manually adjustable variable floor track works
well to accommodate vertical movement of a corresponding
building structure caused by static loads, e.g. defection as a
result of loads introduced after installation of the sliding unit.

When downward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FIG.
3B, such as when the corresponding building structure forces
the fixed floor channel 112 downward, the variable floor track
114 is manually adjusted upward inside the fixed floor chan-
nel to ensure continued lateral support of the bottom of the
sliding panel 118 inside the variable floor track.

When upward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FI1G. 3C,
such as when the corresponding building structure forces the
fixed floor channel 112 upward, the variable floor track 114 is
manually adjusted downward inside the fixed floor channel to
provide the necessary clearance between the bottom of the
sliding panel 118 and the variable floor track such that the
sliding panel moves freely.

Automatically Adjustable Variable Floor Track

With reference to FIG. 4A, the design of an automatically
adjustable variable floor track 114 according to the present
invention allows the device to accommodate vertical move-
ment of the corresponding building structure without manual
intervention. The automatically adjustable variable floor
track can accommodate movements of the corresponding
building structure caused by live loads and seismic events, in
addition to accommodating movements of the corresponding
building structure caused by static loads.

When downward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FIG.
4B, the sliding panel extension 136 mounted at the bottom of
the sliding panel 118 ensures that the sliding panel 18 does not
lose lateral support inside the variable floor track 114 when
the building structure forces the fixed floor channel 112
downward.

When upward deflection occurs, as illustrated in FI1G. 4C,
the variable floor track 114 comes into contact with a sliding
panel extension 136 and the space between the bottom of the
variable floor track and the inside bottom of the fixed floor
channel 112 reduces as upward deflection of the fixed floor
channel increases.

Compression springs 132 placed between the fixed floor
channel 112 and the variable floor track 114 help overcome
friction caused by deformation and/or horizontal deflection of
the variable floor track and/or the fixed floor channel.

Friction reducing material 134 attached to the bottom of
the sliding panel extension 136 can assist in reducing the
effort required to move the sliding panel 118 against the load
imposed on the sliding panel head extension by the compres-
sion springs 132.

It should be understood that the invention can be practiced
with modification and alteration within the spirit and scope of
the appended claims. The description is not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form dis-
closed. These and various other adaptations and combina-
tions of the embodiments disclosed are within the scope of the
invention and are further defined by the claims and their full
scope of equivalents.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

As the present invention may be embodied in several forms
without departing from the spirit or essential characteristics
thereof, it should also be understood that the embodiments
described herein are not limited by any of the details of their
description, unless otherwise specified, but rather should be
construed broadly within its spirit and scope as defined in the
appended claims. Therefore, all changes and modifications
that fall within the metes and bounds ofthe claims, or equiva-
lence of such metes and bounds are intended to be embraced
by the appended claims.

The embodiments and advantages described herein are
merely exemplary and are not to be construed as limiting the
present invention. The present teaching can be readily applied
to other types of apparatuses.

The description of the present invention is intended to be
illustrative, and not to limit the scope of the claims. Many
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be apparent to
those skilled in the art.

Therefore, it should be understood that the invention can be
practiced with modification and alteration within the spirit
and scope of the appended claims. The description is not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise form disclosed herein. These and various other adap-
tations and combinations of the embodiments disclosed
herein are within the scope of the invention and are further
defined by the claims and their full scope of equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for maintaining functionality of at least one
sliding panel of a sliding unit when a building to which the
device is attached is subject to upward or downward move-
ment, the device comprising:

a fixed header attached to a building structure;

a variable header track located inside the fixed header and
configured to allow for a specified range of vertical
movement inside the fixed header in order to compen-
sate for vertical movement of the building structure such
that the at least one sliding panel is retained within the
sliding unit and remains operable during the specified
range of vertical movement, and

at least one compression spring placed between the fixed
header and the variable header track, the at least one
compression spring configured to allow movement of
the variable header track in response to forces generated
by the at least one sliding panel such that the variable
header track is retained within the fixed header.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the variable
header track is manually adjustable at least upward or down-
ward inside the fixed header to compensate for the vertical
movement of the building structure.

3. The device according to claim 1, further comprising the
at least one compression spring comprising a plurality of
compression springs.

4. The device according to claim 2, further comprising a
sliding panel head extension at a top of at least one of the
sliding panels of a sliding unit, the sliding panel head exten-
sion configured to provide lateral support for the correspond-
ing sliding panel when deflection of the fixed header increases
a frame height of the corresponding sliding unit.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein the variable
header track is further configured to automatically adjust at
least upward or downward to compensate for the vertical
movement of the building structure.

6. The device according to claim 5, further comprising a
sliding panel extension at a top of each of the at least one
sliding unit, the sliding panel extension configured to provide
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lateral support for the corresponding sliding unit when
deflection of the fixed header increases a frame height of the
corresponding sliding unit.

7. A device for maintaining functionality of at least one
sliding panel of a sliding unit when a building structure to
which the device is attached is subject to upward or down-
ward movement, the device comprising:

a fixed floor channel attached to a building structure;

a variable floor track located inside the fixed floor channel
and configured to allow for a specified range of vertical
movement of the sliding unit inside the fixed floor chan-
nel in order to compensate for vertical movement of the
building structure such that the at least one sliding panel
is retained within the fixed floor channel during the
specified range of vertical movement, wherein the vari-
able floor track is adjustable at least upward or down-
ward to compensate for the vertical movement of the
building structure, and

at least one compression spring placed between the fixed
header and the variable floor track, the at least one com-
pression spring configured to allow movement of the
variable floor track in response to forces generated by
the at least one sliding panel such that the variable floor
track is retained within the fixed header.

8. The device according to claim 7, wherein the variable
floor track is manually adjustable at least upward or down-
ward to compensate for the vertical movement of the building
structure.

9. The device according to claim 7, further comprising the
at least one compression spring comprising a plurality of
compression springs.

10. The device according to claim 8, further comprising a
sliding panel extension at a bottom of each of the at least one
sliding unit, the sliding panel extension configured to provide
lateral support for the corresponding sliding unit when
deflection of the fixed floor channel increases a frame height
of the corresponding sliding unit.

11. The device according to claim 7, wherein the variable
floor track is further configured to automatically adjust at
least upward or downward to compensate for the vertical
movement of the building structure.

12. The device according to claim 11, further comprising a
sliding panel extension at a bottom of each of the at least one
sliding unit, the sliding panel extension configured to provide
lateral support for the corresponding sliding unit when
deflection of the fixed floor channel increases a frame height
of the corresponding sliding unit.

13. A method for maintaining functionality of at least one
sliding panel of a sliding unit when a building to which the
device is attached is subject to upward or downward move-
ment, the method comprising:

attaching a fixed guiding portion to a building structure;

locating a variable panel track inside the fixed guiding
portion, the variable panel track allowing a specified
range of vertical movement of the sliding unit inside the
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fixed guiding portion in order to compensate for vertical
movement of the building structure such that the at least
one sliding panel is retained within the fixed guiding
portion during the specified range of vertical movement,
wherein either the fixed guiding portion is a fixed header
and the variable panel track is a variable header track or
the fixed guiding portion is a fixed floor channel and the
variable panel track is a variable floor track, and

locating at least one compression spring between the fixed
guiding portion and the variable panel track, the at least
one compression spring configured to allow movement
of the variable panel track in response to forces gener-
ated by the at least one sliding panel such that the vari-
able panel track is retained within the fixed guiding
portion.

14. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
manually adjusting the variable panel track at least upward or
downward to compensate for the vertical movement of the
building structure.

15. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
the at least one compression spring comprising a plurality of
compression springs.

16. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
attaching a sliding panel extension to each of the at least one
sliding unit, the sliding panel extension configured to provide
lateral support for the corresponding sliding unit when
deflection of the at least the variable panel track or the fixed
guiding portion increases a frame height of the corresponding
sliding unit.

17. The method according to claim 13, further automati-
cally adjusting the variable panel track at least upward or
downward to compensate for the vertical movement of the
building structure.

18. A device for maintaining functionality of at least one
sliding panel of a sliding unit when a building to which the
device is attached is subject to upward or downward move-
ment, the device comprising:

a fixed channel attached to a building structure; and

a variable track located inside the fixed channel and con-
figured to allow for a specified range of vertical move-
ment inside the fixed channel in order to compensate for
vertical movement of the building structure such that the
at least one sliding panel is retained within the sliding
unit and remains operable during the specified range of
vertical movement,

an attachment mechanism located between the variable
track and fixed channel such that the variable track auto-
matically adjusts with respect to the fixed channel in
response to forces generated on the at least one sliding
panel to compensate for vertical movement of the build-
ing structure.



